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Abstract

The Impact of International Males Migration on their Wives’ Empowerment: Evidence from Egypt

Migration plays a positive role in women’s empowerment by providing the opportunity for the
migrants’ wives who were left behind to carry out many roles and take on responsibilities. However,
previous studies were limited to clarifying this positive role in the case of the current emigrant only.
Moreover, such studies ignored that women’s empowerment must be achieved in the husband’s
presence.Therefore, the originality of the current study is that it estimates the impact of the husbands’
emigration on their wives’ empowerment by modeling this impact not only current emigrants but also
returnees’ emigrants compared to non-migrants.Consequently, it analyzed and compared the level
of empowerment among three groups of wives: wives of the current emigrants, wives of the return
emigrants, and those of the non-migrants. The aim is to answer whether the wife’s empowerment
gained during her husband’s absence by emigration will be sustainable after his return or if it was
temporary. The ordinal logistic regression model was applied to analyze the Egyptian Labor Market
Panel Survey 2018 (ELMPS 2018) data.
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The study measured women's empowerment by the "Decision-Making Index" and the "Freedom
of Mobility Index.” The results indicated that the decision-making index provides an estimate of
the level of the wife's empowerment greater than that of the freedom of mobility index. Most
importantly, the study provides evidence that the impact of the husband's emigration on the
wife's empowerment is temporary or fictitious since the level of empowerment significantly
decreased among the wives of the return emigrants if compared to the wives of current
emigrants. Moreover, it was even lower than the level of empowerment among wives of non-
migrants. Marital duration and the wife's education had a significant impact on the empowerment
of the wife, both in terms of her decision-making ability and freedom mobility. On the other
hand, the difference in age between spouses and the husband's work status were the variables
that had no significance on women's empowerment, whether in terms of decision-making or
freedom of mobility indices.

Keywords: Current migrant, Return migrant, Women empowerment, Ordinal logistic
regression, Egypt.
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