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Abstract:

Qatar today is one of the countries in the world which has high standard of living, which ranked first
among Arab countries, and 31 worldwide, in the Human Development Report 2014. Qatar is
characterized by a high level of income with a low unemployment rate. The population happiness and life
satisfaction is one of the goals sought by the decision-makers in rich countries. Accordingly, this study
aims to construct a composite index to measure the happiness and satisfaction in Qatar and to identify the
main determinants of happiness and satisfaction in Qatar. In this regard, decision-makers should design
the policies seeking to improve the determinants of happiness. The study depends on MICS 2012, and use
the Ordinal Probit model in the estimation of the determinants of happiness and satisfaction. The results
indicate that Qatari people are characterized by a high level of happiness and satisfaction, and females are
happier than males. The study also shows that young people and individuals in the middle-aged feel less
happy than others. Although the number of children and family size increases happiness, but if the
number of children has increased than 3 or the family size increased than 8 members, the level of
happiness will decrease. Happiness and satisfaction increases with high level of education and satisfaction
with the current income plays a key role in feeling of happiness.

Key words: Happiness and satisfaction index, Ordinal Probit model, subjective wellbeing, determinants
of happiness, satisfaction with current income
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