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1. Introduction.

Ethiopia is one of the few countries of the
world which are statistically undeveloped. In the field of
population studies, it has neither conducted even a single
population census nor established a vital atatistics regi-
stration system. The only comprehensive deographic data
available in the country are the results of the two rounds
of the nationalsample surveys which were carried out by the
central statistical office during 1964-67 and 1969-71 resp-
ectively. '

The av;ilabilify of population data in the cou-
ntry are not only scanty but also defective. However, in
the light of the existing data with some adjustments, at-
temts will be made in this paper to brief]y examine the
degree of urbanization, age structure and 6opulafion dyna-
mics of rural Ethiopia, The data that will be utilized are
largely those obtained from the results oflfhe second Round
National Sample Survey.

Il. Level of urbénlzafion in Ethioplia':

As of January 1977, the total population of Eth-
lopia was estimated to be about 29 million and population in
localities of 2,000 and over inhabitants to be about 4 mil-
lion. The proportion of population living in localities of
2,000 and over Inhabitants out of the total population of
the country is, therefore, about 14 percent éqd this indi-

cates that Ethiopia has low level of urbanization. However,
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the urban areas of the country have been experiencing high
arowth rates and there has been unbalanced urban population

distribution in +the country (see table 1).

I11. Age structure of the Rural Population of Ethliopia

In rural thfopia, international mligration was
negligent in the 1970's and the age structure can safely be
assumed to be the results of past trends of fertllity and

mortality condiftions.

In order to draw the callent features of the age
structure of rural Ethlopia, the flve year age groups are
expressed in-broader age brackets, namely 0-14, 15-64 and
65+. The proportions In these are groups out of the total

population, as reported and adjusted by stable population model;

Table 1.
Estimated urban population of Ethlopla
by size-class, degree of concentratlon
in certain localities and growth rates

Size-class of [Number of Populatlon| Percent [Growth
urban urban size out of rates
areas areas 2,000

Inhabltanw

ts
2000+inhabita- 255 13,590,917 - 5.6
nts
5000+ " 126 3,172,019 ‘| 88.3
20,000+ v 22 2,232,046 62.2 .
10C,000+ 2 1,457,200 40.6 5.8

Source Compiled from C.S5.0. Himco.
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in table 2 and the age structure of rural

population,

an

Ethi-

is in consonance with the age structure of other dev-

indic-

“ative of high fertility and-a moderately declining mortali-

ty conditions.

Table 2
Percentsge digtribution of rural population
of Ethioples by broad age group.
Functionsal Reported Adjusted
 R4® Qroup Male!| Femalie otal Male Fema | e Total
0-4 18.3 18.9 18.6 17.3 17.1 17.2
0-14 47.6 45.2 46.4 43.8 43.1 43.5
15-64 49.5 52,7 51.1 53.8 53.9 53.8
65* 2.9 | 2.1 2.5 2.4 3.0 2.7
Fotal Joo.o [100.0  froo.0 [100.0 [100.0  [100.0

lv. Reportqd fertility and mortallity lévgls of Rural! Ethio-
pisg:.

oo

The reported fertliity and mortallty levels of

the rural

questions asked on:

population of Ethlopla have been derived from +the

1) Children ever born and Surviving by women In the

childBaaring 3ges

Children born by women In the chlldbearing.: ages
during lest 12 mon?hs preceding the Survey
Persons dled

2)

3)

ths preceding the Survey.

Based on the responses of these que

reported

in a8 sefected houschold

.

last 12 mon-

stlons, the
fertility and mortality levels have been examined.
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The average number of children ever born by a wom-
an in her childbearing age, children surviving, and age sp-
ecific fertility rate of a woman are shown in table 3. There
is a general tendency of decline in the proportion of chi-
idren ever born per woman, stating from the age group 50-54.
This decline could possibly be attributed to memory lapes
on the part of older woman to recall the number of total
children everborn alive upto the survey period. This est-
imate can at best be plausible up to the age group 45-49.
Hence 68 percent of all children everborn alive by all wom-
en who completed their reproductive ages could survive and
about 32 percent die. Assuming a cohort of women who have
undergone through a constant fertility schedule some 30
vears age preceding the survey Is. Those who were In the age
group 45-49 had the same fertility condition as those who
were in the age group 15-19 during the survey; 40-44 as
20-24 etc., the age specific fertillty rates in table 3
are summed up and the recorded total fertillty rate of rural
Ethiopia was found to be, on average, aSouf 5 perwoman when
she reaches her menopause and assuming a sex ratio at birth
for rural Ethiopia to be 103 (UN 1967), the gross reproduc-
tion rate (number of daughters borne by women in the age
group 15-49) per woman would be 2.5. The pattern of the
age specific fertility of the rural population is in conf-
ormity with the conventional age specific fertility rates
of other societies. The peak of the rate is in the age gro-
ugp 20-24, consfi*ufing about 25 percent of the total fert-

ility of the women. Beyond the age group 20-24, the age
specific fertility rate is declining. The mean age of fer-

tility schedule of the women can be estimated ty relating
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the age specific fertility rate with the mid-point of each
age group of the women by the following formula.

T witi, Where m
5 £1 Wi

Mean age of fertility schedule,

the mid-point of the age of

women at the i*¥h age group,

fi = the frequency of births at
the ith age group of women.

Hence, the mean age of fertility schodule is
estimated to be 27.9, However, early age at marriage for
tfemales is a common practice in rural Ethiopia, ranging
between 14-18 (C.S.0. 1971) . In view of this, the estima-
ted mean age of fertility schedule seems upward baised,
possibly due to switching age statements upward.

Age-Sex specific death rates can'also be examined
In table 4. Under normal mortality conditions (ie. in the
absence of war, drought etc.) the age specific death rates
typically show a bimodel pattern, similar to.a parabolic
curve. The rate Is usually high at infant ages, decline to
the lowest at the age bracket 10-14 and rises at the adva-
nced ages. This phenomenon is generally true for rural
Ethiopia, except that there are some inconsistencies in
the pattern. This fluctuating behavior could possibly be
due to age misreporting of the deceased or in the denomin-
ator or due to the numerous cells in the age groupings.
Female mortality rates also seem to be higher than those
of males, especially from the age group 45 and over. This

may be due to reporting errors on the part of the female
population,.
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Table ;
Reported average number of children
Everborn Surviving and age specific fertility rate
of a women by aage aroup
. Age . 2.

Age group |everborn |surviving |peccentage sﬁecnflc Age

ot alive per |per woman (surviving fertility |specific
women woman rate fertility

per woman |in percent

15-19 .4416 . 3759 85 . 7265 14.2
20-24 1..6526 1.3544 82 1.2815 25.0
25-29 2.9190 2wld 1 78 1.1770 22.9
30-34 35,9793 3,0076 76 .8390 16.4
35-3¢9 4,7192 3.4879 74 .6675 13.0
40-44 4.9750 3.5487 71 .2845 5«9
45-49 92852 3.6094 68 « 1335 30
50-5¢ 4,9359 53,2152 65 - -
55-59 4.8998 3.1326 64 - -
€0-64 4.8075 2.9095 61 - -
65-69 4.4194 2.6953 61 - -
70274 4,7339 2.8214 60 - =
75 4.4403 2:.5152 57 - -
Total 2.8935 2.0937 72 5.1295 1 100.0

Source: Compiled from C.S5.0., The Demography of Ethiopia,

Vol, 1.

Addis Ababa Jan.1974.
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Ababa,

Ferthermore
' ’

Jan. 1974,

[N

Table 4
Reported age-sex specific death rates of the
rural population of Ethiopia per 1.000 persons.
| Age Male age Female age Age specific
Group specific specific death rate
death rate death rate for both Sexes
0 88.0 91.0 90.0
1-4 22.0 17.0 19.0
0-4 34.0 31.0 32.0
5-9 6.0 5.0 6.0
10-14 4.0 4.0 4.0
15-19 3.0 5.0 4.0
20-24 4.0 6.0 5.0
25-29 2.0 6.0 4.0
30-34 5.0 7.0 6.0
35-39 3.0 5.0 4.0
40-44 7.0 7.0 7.0
45-49 8.0 11.0 7.0
50-54 7.0 10.0 8.0
55-59 9.0 13.0 11.0
60-64 20.0 23.0 22.0
65-69 21.0 20.0 20.0
70-74 36.0 48.0 41.0
75-79 24.0 31.0 26.0
80" 58.8 70.3 63.8
N. S 215 193.0 204.0
Total ). 12.0 } 12.5 12.3
Sourcel : C.S.0. The Demography of Ethiopia Vol.1, Addis

+t+he results of the questions asked

on livebirths and deaths during

last 12 months,

preceding
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+the survey period, can indicate the extent of the levels

and differentials of fertility and mortality conditions of
the country., Table 5 shows the main measures of fertility
and mortality conditions that could be sempiled from tThe
results of |ivebirths and deaths collected through the sur-
vey, The table shows differentials in fertility and morta-
ity conditions among the regions of the country, the fer-
tility parameters for Bale, Gamu Gofa, Hararghe and Sidamo
seem to be plauslible, whareas the parameters for other reg-
ions, especially for )Jllubabor, Wellega and Wello are dee-
med unrealistic in view of the fertility experience of other
developing societies. As regards to mortality conditions,
the parameters are significantly low and generally reflect
the mortality conditions of a developed society, except In
Keta and to some extent, in Bale where the crude death rates
are about 22 and 18 per, 1,000 persone respectiveiy, However,

the rate of natural increase is generally plausible in all
the reglions, except In Arsi (1.7 percent), |||ybaber (1.4

percent) and Kefa (1.7 percent).

in the lighf of the availeble data, the crude bir-
th rates of African countries range from 33 in Gebon to 52
In Niger end most of the countries have rates that range
from 42 to 51, with 8 modal of 45-49 (ECA 1975%). Estimates
of crude death rate for rural! and urben Africa combined to-
goether elso shows a range of 14-27,wlth a modal value of
20-25 and sverage Infant mortility rate is about 150 per
1,000 tivebirthe (E.C.A. 1975), But the reperted crude birth
rate (38.2) crude desth rate (12.3) and Infant mortallity

reate (90) of rural Ethiopia fall short of the asverages for
African countries.
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Some measures of fertility and mortality condit-
ions of some selected countries of the world are also shown
in table 6 for comparison. The crude birth rate and gener -

al fertility rate of the developing countries are at least
three times higher than those of developed ones. The crude
death rates and infant mortality rates are also higher by
et least twice and eight to ten times than those prevail-
ing in the developed countries. In the same table, it can
be soon that very considereble measures of reducing infant
mortality rates have been made in the developed societies
of the world. The reported low level of tfertility and mor-
tality conditions, especially the crude birth, crude death
and infant mortality rates, of rural Ethiopia can mainly be
expléined by the inaccuracies of the quality of data on fer-

tility and mortality.

V. Adjusted Estimates of Fertility and Mortality levels

of Rural Ethiopia:

In the absence of vital Statistics registration Sy-
siem and due to the defectiveness of data from censuses and
survey returns in Africa and other developing contries, one
has to resort to indirect analytical techniques of estimat-
ing vital rates. The techniques which have widely been app-

lied for estimating vital rates are those developed by Br-

ass, as thoroughly discussed in Brass W.et.al (Brass,W.et.al.,

1968) and stable population.
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<@norted »wnn»v»nu,nnu nortality nsasures of
Aural ..thioria by de~ion
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Genaral Total Srooa Crude |Crudo Infant ! Cbild : Rate of
Begion Fertility | Fortility | leproduction | Birth |Death | Mortality | Mortality | Naturel
Rote Rate Rata Jato Rate Rata ° Kate Increase

Arse 176.0 5.2 2.6 37.7 |10.6 56,0 27.4 171
Bale 192,0 5.8 2.8 43,5 {18.0 128.0 62,7 2¢,
Gonder 168.0 5.2 2.5 37.7 |10.k4 51.0 28,7 27.3
writrea - - - - - - - -
Gaza Jofa 199.0 6.2 3.0 45,3 115.1 83,0 33.2
Gojan 173.0 5.3 2.6 37.6 |13.7 85,0 23.3
Hararghe 213.0 642 3.0 B6.5 | «.7 57.0 37.8
Illababor 106,0 3.3 1.4 28,7 {14.5 69.0 1,2
Kefa 154,0 4.7 2.3 39,3 (22.0 1X7.: 17.3
Sheoa 134.0 4.9 2.4 35.C [10.0 43,0 25,9
Sidame 174.0 5.7 2.3 L2,k y15.3 70,0 7.1
Tigray 172.9 5.3 2.6 ZR.3 1 7.9 46,0 30.4
“e¢llegn 125.0 L6 2.2 34,8 [12.1 50.4 21.7
sello 133.0 3.9 2.0 32,0 1 9.0 55.0 730
Country 167.7 5.1 €e5 -38.2 |1°.3 5.0 5.9

Soarcet Compiled from C.5.0. The vemography of .thiepia Vol 1, »diis .uebs Jan, 1974

sodela, frooc which the estiantes of vitel rates con be derived, have .eon ostablished (Coale-.emeny 1660,
Tho ratio of the average pority {(p) to the cumulated use spacific rate (F) of females in the

age group 20-24 1s applied «a a correctizn factor to adjust the total fertility rate and otner curreat

fartility ratos like tho crude oairth rate and the a,j8 suecific fertility rates. =rass made the choice

of the agae group 2C-24 on the ascumption that in this age pgroup only a small proportion of the women

vho entared the reproductive perisd have died, the ;ossible effact of a differential fartility of the dead s

sligbt and & grest majority of tha birth to wodea 4,83 JU-2h years eill hnve taken place within

o feo yoars of tho cencus or durvey (Brass, ..et.al., i368).
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Table 6
General fertility,crude birth rate,
crude death rate, infant mortality rate anc rate
of natural increase of some selected countries (around 1970-
1975)
|
f Crude General Crude Infant Rate of
~ountr Birth Fertility Death Mortality | Natura!
7 Y Rate Rate Rate Rate Increase
i
!thiopia 38.2 167.7 12.3 90.0 259
‘Egypt o I 189.3 12.4 100.4 251
IGabon 32.2 115.6 22.2 228 10.0
"Ghana 48.8 203-224 21,8 156 26.9
"Guinea 46.6 227.8 22.% 216 257
/Nigeria 49.3 217.8 22.7 - 2€.6
*Uganda 45,72 187 15.9 160 29.53
. Tanzania 47 217 22 160-165 25
- India 34.5 136.4 14.4 122 201
Mixico 42.0 ‘196.8 8.6 49.7 3.4
| China 26.9 112.5 10.3 - 16.6
riCuba 20.7 89.8 5.4 27.3 15: 3
'"USSR 18.1 55.5 4.3 27.7 8.8
|Bulgaria 1€ .5 67.9 10.0 23.2 6.4
Poland 19.5 71.3 8.0 23.8 10.6
il USA 14,7 58.5 8.9 15.1 5.8
France 13.6 72.0 10.5 10.3 3.1
UK 12.1 55.7 12.2 14.3 -0.1
Sweden 11.9 56.4 11.0 8.7 0.9
GDR 10.8 45.3 14.3 15.8 -3.5
GFR 9.8 41.3 11.9 19.8 -2.1
1 :
Source: UN Demoaraphic Year Book 1976,Table 5
The coale-Demeny Stable population model is alsco appliec
tor selecting model life tables for estimating mortality
ancd fertility levels. There is a problem of selecting 2

rocel life table which fits the populaticn in question for
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countries, like Ethiopia, which don't have the intercensal
population growth rates and reliable gross reproduction
rates. However, Brass suggested that there is some reation-
ale for accepting the west model as a best guess of the
prevalent patterns of mortality for any popul%fion in the
absence of contrary evidence, and alternatively, at mode-
rately high levels of mortality (such as is found is Afr-
ican population), estimates of birth rates based on North
mode! tables are little different from the west family....
........... (Brass, W.Et.al. 1968). Furthermore, Brass
Contended that the mor+a1i+y level implied in the first
two years of life can reliably represent other mortal ity
measures, because it is derived from the retrospective
reports 6f children dead to the age groups of mothers
(20-24 years) whose experience is most recent and reliable
(numbers for mothers aged 15-19 are too small); +the rela=
tionship to death rates at later ages is more consistent
from population to population for mortality under 2 years
than under 1; and the proportion surviving to age 2 is a
guide for the selection of an age distribution in stable

population models (Brass, W. et.al. 1968).

Thus, the adjusted estimates of .¥ef+ilityand mo -
rtality levels, as depicted by the west model |ife table

(level 11) and derived by Brass techniques, for rural Eth-

iopia are shown in table 7.

Recent data on fertility and mortality conditions
wwere also collected by the Ministry of Agriculture thro-
ugh its Agricultural Sample Survey carried out during 1977/
78. The Survey covered about 5,000 peasant households, con-
sisting of about 20,000 population.
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The reported and acjusted estimates of fertility

and mortality levels, a2pplying Brase technique and Wes*

;s}able population model

'8, The reported general

(level 11,7), are given in table

fertility, total fertility,crude

rdeath and infant mortality rates are relatively more pla-

.usible than those obtain
‘Semple Survey. However,
mortality rates seemed u
ural Sample Survey too.

Jable 7:
Estimates o

ed from the Second Rkound National
reported crude birth and childhoocd
nderreported during the Agricul+t-

f ¢ertlllity and mortallty

measures for Rura! Ethiopia, for both sexes

Ad justed
Parameters Reported Brass |Stable population
Method Model

Crude birth rate ’ 38.2 42.8 44.7
HG.neraI fertility rate 167.7 188.0 -
Total fertility rate L | 5.8 . 6.2

ross reproduction rate 2.5 2.8 3.0
Crude death rate 12.3 - 19.8
Infant mortelity rate 90.0 155.0 -
Child mortality rate 32.0 247.0 -
Life expectancy
at birth (C:) - = 43.5
Rate of Natural Increase 25.9 - 24.9

Addis

Spurce: Compiled from C.S.O. The Demography of Ethiopia, Vol.1

Ababe Jun., 1974.

In the 1ight of the base data Information and the

-complete data, the ferti

rural Ethiopia could be

.avaliable techniques of adjustments for defective and in-

lity and mortality conditions of
summarized as follows:
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Crude birth rate: ' 43-50
General fertility rate: 188-232
Crude death rate: 19-20
Total fertility rate: . 6-7
Gross reproduction rate: 3-4
Infant mortality rate: 155-175
Child mortality: 236-247
Expectation of |ife: 44-45

Rate of natural increase: : 24-30

VI. Population Movemente in Rural E+hiopia:

The main questions recommended for migration
statistics are "place of birth," " place of previous re-
sidence", and "length of residence in the present place”.
In the Second Round National Sample Survey, only temporary
absence from the usual place of residence and reason for
absence during the 12 months preceding the survey, were
asked. The information collected can not show migration
trends, levels and patterns. |t can at best throw some
lTght on the temporary seasonal mbeIiTy of the population.
Table 9 can give some idea of the movemrnts of the rural
population. About 13 percent of the surveyed rural popula-
tion was subjected TQ mobility. In the 1970's, t+he regions
which indicated high percentage of out migrafibn from usual
place were Shewa (29), Tigray (27), Wellega (9) and Wello
(9) and Kefa (9); whereas those galned were Addis Ababa

(22), Gonder (14), Hararghe (12) and Ertirea (10). The

inTer—regTonal movements and mobillty
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Table 9:
Number and percent of population absent

durina the pre survey period by region of origin

and destination

Reglon Oriain of the Destination of the
absent population | absent population
Number |Percent Number Percent
Arsi 2,800 2.3 1,300 1.1
Bale 1,800 1.5 4,200 3.9
Gonder 2,700 Z2od 17,001 14.3
Eritrea =~ = 12,100 10.1 |
Gamu Gofa 400 0.3 3,910 3.3
Gojam 3,500 2.9 4,130 5.5
Hararghe 916 0.8 14,550 12.2
fllubabor 3,220 241 9,370 7.9
Kefa 10,275 8.6 5,400 4.5
Shewa 34,680 29,1 1,810 Fed
Sidamo 3,400 4.5 1,320 1.1
Tigray 31,900 26.8 800 0.7
Wellega 11,130 9.3 1,840 1.5
Wello 10,560 8.9 3,600 3.0
Addis Abeba - - 26,585 22.3
N/S - - 10,195 - 8.5
Abroad - - 1,250 1.0 !
Total 119,281 100.0 119,281 100.0 _

Source. C.5.0 The Demography of Ethiopia, Vol.l Addis Abeba,
Jan, 1974 to Addis Abeba might have Ilargely been by the di-

fferentials of commercial activities, commercialized agri-

cultural sectors etc. existing in the country, as could pa-
rtly be learnt from the ressons for being absent in table
10. A significant proportion of the mobility was motivated
by trading in other things than the cash crop (31 for males
and 16 percent for females), and labouring, type of work
was not known, contributed about 37 percent (36 for males
and 58 for females) of all reasons for being absent from

usual place of residence. These persons might have destined
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in some of the urban areas of the country, for there is an
evidence from the results of the first and Second Rounds
National Sample Surveys that rural Ethiopia has been losing
about 100,000 persons annually to the urban areas of the
country (C.5.0 1972).

Teble 10}
Nlugbe sopujut abaept 4 he 12
recs he O ‘s R [ Al
Male Yemalo’ Total
t  NRemson for nbsence
Husber 4 Humber * Number ~
To oultivage or pliok own coffes 7,895 6.9 200 L4 8,095 6.8
" " n " ootton Loo 0.3 - 1 - beo Vel
B 8 " harvest own orop 4,785 b, 2 300 6.6 5,033 bao
l'o grazn‘o-n live otock 3.hC0 3.0 - - 3,400 2e9
! o trude in ocoffee k.940 4,3 - - L, 9l LI |
" » in other things thau -
coffee 35,786 | 31,2 710 195.8 | 36,496 | 3u.o
.oployment ae coffae picker 5,050 boy 200 Lh,b v.850 b,y
i " Cotton ° 1,516 13 - - 1,310 1al
" " gugar cane '
harvester 500 .5 100 2.2 660 V.6
g » lavourer (type .f work
not known) L4,608 36,3 | 7,600 57,8 44,225 5741
llot atcted 8,420 7.3 Loo 4.8 8,820 7.4
Total ' y 114,751 [100.0 [h,%50 | 100,0] 119,281 [10,0

Lourcel C,8,0, The demo ru,hys of ' thiypia
Vol, 1, +dJis iveba, Jan, 1974
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VXX. Conclusion

The Ethiopian population is predorinantly rur-
al. Agglomerations of 2,000 and over inhabitants cons*itu e
about 14 percent of the total population of the courtry.
In view of the high proportion of localities with 2C,000
and over inhabitants (62 percent), and city populcticn with
100,000 and over inhabitants (41 percent for Adcis Ateba
and Asmara only), out of all locallities with 2000 and over
inhabitants, the population in the non-agricultural sector
resides in a few towns and Ethiopia can be said one of the
least urbanized countries and experiencing a2 sort of “urb-
anhypertrophy".

As regards the dynamics gt population, *the est-
imates of the vital rates could sufficiently incdicate that
rural Ethiopia has been experiencing high levels of fer-
tility and mortality conditions in recent year.,

In the' statistics of vital rates of developed
soclieties, It can be observed that fertility and mortality
conditions have inverse relationships with the level of soc-
ic-economic advancement, is the higher the socio-economic
development, the lower the fertility and mortality trends
tend to be. For the Ethlopian case, there have not been any
favourable conditions that could have acted as depressant
effects on the fertility and mortality levels. In the Eth-
iopian society, marriage is a universal thing and early age
at marriage for females is a common practice in all the
Ethiopian regions. These factors usually favour high fert-
ility conditions. Furthermore, in an agrarian society, like
Ethiopia, a child birth is valued as an asset, a guarantee
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for old age and since there exisTs-hlgh infant mortality .
rete, parents tend to produce more children to get some
survivors. Little provision of social, economic and poli-
tical opportunities for women also is one of the important
factors favouring high fertility trends. On the other hand,
in an agrarian society where there has been less modern
technology, and inadequate health facilities mortality con-
dition tends to be on the higher side. Epidemic diseases~-
such as malaria yellow fever, small pox, leprosy tubercul-
osisy,choleral and other serious debilitating discases, in-
sufficient maternal care serious nutritional problems, in-
sanitary housing and Ehadequa+e water supply system have
been rempant in the developing societies. the manifestat-
ions of these factors are then high mortality rates as be-
ing implied in crude death rate, infant and childhood mor-
tality rates and the low expectation of Ilfe. '

Programmes of short and long term nature of at-
tempting to improve the level of living cohditions of the
society as could be implied by better nutritional level,
health facilities, education, better housing, water supply
.etc. can have Immediate impacts on reducing mortallty lev-
els of a society. Nevertheless, due to well established
customs beliefs institutions,and a growth potential «inherent
in the age sfrqcfure of the population of a developing so-
ciety, like Ethiopia, a decline ‘in fertility condition. would
take place gradually, and the prevalilhg high fertllity le=-
vel would remain consfaﬁj for some decandés: '

Prospects of population growth of rural Ethiopila,
therfore, would be immense. At the rate of natural Increase
of between 2.4 and 3.0 Percent per:annum, the population
would double In 2 matter of 24-29 years, whereas the doubi Ing
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;porlods for Africa at the rate 2.5 percent and for Europe,
U.S.A., USSR and other developed countries whose populations
have been recently growing at the rate of about 1 percent
per annum would be about 28 and 70 years respectively.

Hence, as regards of population Issues, the pro-
grammes of the National Democratic Revolution of Ethlopia

will face the following main challenging problems to reso-
ive.

1. Carrying out national population census In
order to obtaln basic Information for socl-
alist plan.

2. Mininlzing or Curtailing the existing high
urban growth rates which have ied to the de-
velopment of “urban~hypertcoply".

3. Reducing the high mortality condlitions pre-
valling In the country.

4. Mesting the demands of the rapidiy growing
population,

5. Moblllzing Ethioplen women to participate In
the social, economic and political life of
the nation In order to create favourable con-
ditlons for future fertility reduction.
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