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1. Introduction

Ao personvAproqrc““‘lhrouqh their 1L[c-¢oufse,
Jthey are expected to move through Various stages or
iroles. The us ual progreq51on 1s through perlods of R
ﬁearly.parental nurturrng,~year" devoLed to educatlon,

entrance-into the 1abor_force, marr;age and reprodUCfv
tion,,and retlremcnt. Thoseestageé arc_age-rulatedo

~and prescrlhed.h/ "oonnl norms.

Important among thc events of the llfe cycle
‘are the bcglnnlng and- cndlng o[ chlldbearlng. Whlle
age at marrlage and’ the onset of chlldbearlng have
;been the subjects of’ numerous studles 1n Egypt and
elsewhere, the completlon of the reproductlve perlodp
and consequently the 1ength of the reproductlve span,“

" have recelved_much 1egs~attent10n._

Yet there are important’ reasons why these toplcé
should be studled in order to ga1n some understand1ng

" of the dlfferences in completlon of chlldbearlng among.
various populatlon subgroups. First, the completlon .

of reproduction_is of significance to the majority of
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women who are mothers. TFor them, the exit from this
‘stageé of the life cycleibrings ‘them close to the end
of intensivo'childlcarc and related--matters and allows

them to devote more of .their. time to other pursuits.’

‘SeCOndly,isignifiCant changes in the timino of
completing;childbearing’and in the lemgth of thcfrepr4
.oductivc'span may'bave important conscquenccs'reqarding
peer and'family relationsnips.wror‘example, a:shift»to
older (or to yOunger) ages at-last birth may result_in:””
a. larger number of womcn/coupleo beingioutof.step With
'thc1r peer who arc “in anolhcr'stago of. the ]iré cyclo
_Also,' 1f old age at last Chlldblrth means a 1ong rep-'
ro&bctlve span,-a consequence would be con51derable »

differenCestin age_among the siblings’, thus affectlnq

‘sibling relationships.

Thlrdly, Lhoro are reasons to cxpoct that age at
last blrth has and w1ll contlnue to undergo changes in
ngpt bccause o[ rccont domographlc and soc1al Lrendu;
For Jnstance4'aqo at morrlaqo'is'wwvwvh"l to-cnnLnnuo
to rlse, -as well as ecducation and 1ncreased enrollmentA
Aof women in - secondary schools and in unlver51t1es (Dl—:
Gu1ndy, 1971 Kha]lfa, 1974; Ibrahlm, 1981) . Both Umse'
factors. tend to delay age at £1rst b1rth and to relate
,to age atjlast_blrth.-In‘addltlon, the dlvorce rate in
Egypt is 'elatively‘hiqh (Hanna, 1971; Khaljfa,h1974),
and most d1vorced women remarry (Hanna, 1971) 'If mmmn
tend to produce offsping from: thelr latest marrlage,“
marital disruptionvthat-leads to remarriage 1s_emxctm]

to increase. age at conclusion of childbearing. -

Addltlonally, there appear to be evolv1ng health
norms regarding the maternal age for endlng childbear-

1ng. Nortman (1974) summarizcs the 1ncreased rlsks to



_maternal and fetal/perinatal health of bearing children
eat older ages. There 1s ev1dence that in Egypt maternal
mortal1ty increases sharply at maternal ages over 35
-(Younls,"Nf'et al., 1979) Fortney et al (1982) foundA‘
“that in Egypt, whereflnfant mortallty 1s relatlvely
~high, babies born’to women overhage_35 had 51gnUhcmﬂjy
lower suevival rates than did infants bornbto yohnger
'mothers. Moreovor, a Conﬁﬁeﬁééiorganieed ln 1978 by Al
Azhar Unlver51ty in Calro urqed that because of hlgh
.perlnatal and infant mortallty rates 1n the M1ddlelhst,
women should av01d chlldblrths at hlgh rlsk age qroups
:(People, 1979)1,

'1;'-F1nally, the'ages,at which Womenretopwhavingbchlé
.ldren‘9ﬁ"~ﬁ_“ and the tength of the reproductlve-span
_fcan be iﬂﬁwtant factors.a[[ectlng populatlon growth. '
'High'grOWth rates “and overpopulatlon have long been ofi
’c0ncern’to.plannersfand~pol;tymakcrs 1n ngpt Fspec1—.
hally Sanc in tht CUuntry'birth control 15 uscd mostur
'to 11m1t rather than to space blrths (CAEMAS, 1983 }
nKhallfa et al;, 1982), old ages at 1ast bifth and 1onq
'reproductlve epans are cxpect d to accompany hlgh par—‘

vity and thereby contr1bute to rap1d populatlon growth.

. All the ahove reasone.p01nt to thc necd to llfll
_Lhenear v01d of research on the end of the chlhﬂmarum
perlod Suchlndran and Horne (1984) have already deve—
:loped analytlc expre581one for age at last blrth and’-
the . span of chlldbearlng when only age- spec1f1c blrth
‘and’ death rates are known, Horne (1985) contalns the
4‘detalls of the derlvatlons of the mathematlcal expr—
e551ons, as well as proportlonal hazards covarlate mo-

deling: of age at last blrth in Egypt.



A look at s&@; de Lrlptlvo otativti* 'From thelhypUan
,Pertlllty Survey dataaet can prov1de Further insights
-for the case of Egypt..Rasults on’ agevat‘flrst birth,
age ‘at 1ast.blrtb; andlrcproductive‘span are! given be-
low. woméh mithrno,birtns.at”the timebOf‘the_suyeyg

were excluded from computations.

2. . Age at First Birth

The percentage dletrlbutaon of age at flrst blrth
jby current ‘age and re51dcnce 1s glven 1n tasrle 1. Sumeﬂ
only women who had had at least one c¢hild vere<incu@ed'
"Eor analy51s, youngor cohorts of- women nec-:ssarily hadq
Hmlr Elrst blrths at younq ages; No information; -ther-
4efore,.1s avallable about women in tnefyofnger cohorts‘.
who had- not had. Lhelr flrst ch11d by  the cime; ol the
,1nterv1ﬂw. Thus. data for "tHe oldest cohorts provlde'f
.:more cmmnete 1nformatlon about the'dlstrlbution or age

at LlrgL blrth.”f

' _ For the total group of women,‘of current age 45 td
4§, the largest percentage (about 53“) experlencedtmelf
first bnths ome time betwoen 15 and19 years Cof: age.A The
‘next most popular age-at-first-birth interval was 20
to 24 years of age,'w1th percentages exper1enc1ng their
flrst blrths dropplng harply thereafter and. . then dec—'
| v

.Jlnlng stead1ly Slmllar trends hold for youngercohorts .

as well, and for urban ‘and rural women. i

leferences between urban and rural women are small
for the older cohorths, but tend to dlverge_among.the
younger groups of women. For example, among those- cur~ ,
rently aged 45 to 52% of the urban ana 53% of therural;.
had their first child between 15 and 19 years. of age. “
For those currently aged 25 to 29, howeyer, the respe-

ctive percentages were 38 and 53. This divergence in
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proportions having first births at an early age sugge-
sts that conditions in the urban areas in recent years
have tended to delay the onset of childbearing. Could
this trend be duc to highér education of Women'in urban
areas, their changing rolés.in the cities, orx the rec-

ent urdan housing shortage?

Under the assumption that all of the 35-39, 40-44,
and 45-49 cohrts had had their Cirst bhbirths, a test |
for differences among the distributions of thcserboho—
rts for the total‘group ol women can be made. With tﬁe
use of [requencics, and with the last three catcgpries
combined, a chi-square with ten degrees of freedom of
,1%759 is obtained, indicating no significant cohort
differences in age at first birth for Ehese_three old¥'
est groups of .women, at the .05 or cven.10 level of s

significance. |

A test for urhan/rﬁrnl.diffcronces in the oldest
cohort also can be dene. The chi-square with fiveAdeg—
rees of freedom is 3.38, indiéating no significant re-
sidential difference ameng women aged 45 to 49. Compa- .
ring urban and rural women in the 25-29 age group, ho-
wever, yields a chi-square with-three degrees of free-
dom of'75;49, ihdicating a significant difference in
the distribution of age at first birth by :esiéence

\

for this younger'cohort of women.

3. Age at Last Birth

Data on age at last birth for women in the younger
cohorts may be considered incomplete, since most of
these women had not had their actuél last_births_by the
time of the interview. For this reasonAdata for the yo-
unger groups of women arc omitted in the following tabf

les.



Table 2 shows the pecrcentage dietribution of age‘
o last b1rth by current'ago current residence for
:women aged 35 and ovcr. Tt may be‘assumed that‘almost
‘all thelwomen~1n the_age group 45 to‘49'had finished
“their childbearing, and thus had relatively cOmplete»
information. A majority of thesr women experienced
therrvlaSt birthe beﬂﬁmh ageé 30 and;39.IAnother 2.6%
’completed childbearing between ages 45 and 49.(W>imen
aged 50 and older were not 1nterv1ewed in the survey,
'so_no 1nformat10n is available about blrths occurr1ng‘
'jbeyindlaqe 49.&.
e .,Under the assumptlon that women. aged 40 and older
»had completed thelr chlldbearlng, a\test [or dlfferen~
bces between the la t two cohorts for the total group
of women can be done. Wlth the f1r b two_andnthe last
”two eateqor1eq comhlned _a_chijgunre wrth_five degro—
es of freedom (based on forQuencjev) 6# 40‘1271ﬁ obta-
'ined;'indicatlng a olgnlflcant dlfference 1n the dlst—
_;rlbutlon of age at laqt birth between the two age gromps.
 This result, 1f the above asoumptlon 1s true,ncould in-
dlcate an actual cohort dl[ference,.or~1t could mean |
that: the assumptlon is falqe that women in the '40- 44
;age group had not:completed their ehr;dbaerlng.
_ ‘ ﬁrhan and ruralﬁfigures for’the-oldest oohort'show
7that urban women tended to have their last’ chlldren
‘earller than rural women: about 55% of the urban women
had their last Chlld .by age 34 'compared to 40% of the
rural women. Agaln, with frequenc1es for the first two
. and the last two categories combined, a test for re51d—
Tential differences in the oldest cohort . can be done.
The chi-square with five degrees of freedom is 24.23;
1nd1cat1ng a significant difference between the distri-

butlons for urban and rural women aged 45 to 49 .



TABLE 2

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF AGE AT LAST BIRTH
BY CURRENT AGE FOR WOMEN AGED 35 AND OVER
EGYPYT, 1980

Current’ ‘ ~ Age at fast Birth

Age

15 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39440-44 45—49 N

n. Urbain.
35-39 0.2 6.9 8.5 % 19.8 45.2 25.4 - = 557
40-44 0.2 1.7 5.7 . 21.6 3.1 29.9 6.8 - 258
45-49 0.3 1.0 3.8 16.2 33.6 28.5 14.6 2.0 396
Total 0.2 1.2 6.3 19.4  38.3 27.7 6.3 0.6 1405
B.  Rural
35-39 0.0 1.0 5.0 16.6- 48.4 29.0 - - - 1735
40-44 0.2 1.1 4.1 11.3 26.1 42.9 14.5 - 560
45-49 0.0 1.9 3.1 9.5 “.24.9 35.2 21.9 3.2 7474
Total 0.1 (P 4.3 13.0. 35.0 35.1 10.5 ~ 0.9 1769
C. Total
35-39 0.1 0.9 6.3 18.0  47.0 27.4  -. - 1286
40-44 B2 1.4 4.8 15.9  29.7 37.0 11.0 - 1018
45-49 0.1 1.5 3.6 12.5 28.9 32.2 18.6 2.6 870
Total - 0.1 1.3 5.2 °15.8 36.5 31.8 8.6 0.8 3174

Soure: 138 0 Egyptian Fertility Survey.
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Table 3 shows mecan age a. last birth by current
and childhood residence and firal -parity for women aged
45 to 49. For all women and f[or both urban and both ru-
ral subgroups, mcecan age at last birth is.positivoly ro-
lated to [inal parity; Figure ° displays this relation-
ship ygraphically f[or the total group of women in thi's
oldest cohort. This result 'indicates that women in
Fgypt who end childbecaring at older cyes tend Lo have

large numbers of children.

For women with one or two chilrren, the difference
vetween urban and rural childhood lesidence-appéars to
be negligible. However, women with current urban resid-
ence ended childbearing an average of about two years
later than current rural women (ag: 29.58 vs. 27.65).
This result raises the gquestion as to whelther current
rural women in this low parity groip tended to end chi~
ldbearing because of some type of narital dissolutlon
(divorce, scparation, or widowhood). In all othergroups,
rural women had their last children later than urban

women.
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TABLE . 3
'MEAN AGE AT LAST BIRTH BY CURRENT AND
CHILDHOOD. RESIDENCE AND. FINAL PARITY FOR .

WOMEN AGED. 45 .TO 49
EGYPT, 1980 .

N=75

"Residence _ - Final Parity
1-2 3-5 6+
"Current
Urban 29.58 31.78 35.62
' , (7.961)°. (5.299) (4.737)
N=31 N=91 N=274
 Rural .. 27.66 32.86 - . 37.55
' (7.906) (5.689) . (4.382)
N=44 N=92  N=338
Childhood
‘Urban 28.26 31.34 35,73
: : (7.773) (5.057) (4.615)
N=45 N=92 N=262
Rural 28.74 33.31 . 37.40
(8.293) (5.793) (4.536)
N=30 N=91 N=350
Total 28.45 32.32 . 36.69
(7.933) (5.510) (4.641)
N=183 N=612

a_. » ' 4 - B
Figures in parentheses are standard deviations.

Source: 1980 Egyptian Fertility Surveyf
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Flgure 2 shows mean age at last b1rth by age at
tfirst marriage, for womon agcd 45 to 49. Pot women ma-
A rried‘at ages 1e s than 25 years ‘there was ;ittle var- -
A1at10n in mean age at” last birth, the mean being around .
v35 years of age. women who were marrled at‘iatér dis).
‘however, ended chlldbearlng, on ‘average, at‘increasing

older ages.

In table 4 mean age at last birth by number of
times married and status. of the flret marrlage is given’
for women in the oldest cohort. For these women thc
average agc at the end of chx]dhearlng 1ncroased ‘with
_ngmbe; of unions. This f1nd1ng suggests that the women

tended to produce children by their new husbands. .

There appears to.be,little,differcnce in age at
last bi:th between women with intact first marriages
and those whose dissolved First unions were followed
" by remartiegew‘ThLa’apparent_disparitf with the above
result‘is because women who were married once include
women with intact first unions-andvalso those with di—
ssolved First marrlages who had not'remarried Women
“with dlssolved first marriages who had not remarried

ended ch1ldbear1ng, on average, earller than the other

women.

§

Table SIgiVGs.meen~ege at last birth by current
and:childhood residence end education, for women, aged
45 to 49. For the total group of women, mean age attme'
- end of chlldbearlng is inversely related to level of
education, although the difference between women w1th
primary and those w1th secondary or higher educatron
appears to be small. This trend is visible for women
currently living in both urban'énd rural arcas. Within
the individual categories of educatlon, however, diff—
erences between .current urban and current rural resxd-

ence are negligible.
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TABLE 4
MEAN AGE AT LAST BIRTH BY MUMBER oF TIMES
MARRIED AND STATUS OF FIRST MARRIAGE- -
FOR WOMEN- AGED 45 TO 49 |
' _EGYPT, 1980 B P

e Mean Aqce o STD.
Characteristics N at Last Birth - DEV.

Number Times.

Married
1 741 34.98 5.791
o2 o 122 35.41 6.149
. 3-4 7 37.82 4.859
Status of
First Marriagce
Intact T 596 35.77 | 5.564
Dissolved -& L : L o ,
Remarried | 129 I%.5%4. - 6.09Y%
Dissolved, No ' . ‘v ' .
‘Remarriage 145 31.71 - . 5.377

'Source: 1980 Egyptian'Fertility-Survey. '

.Whgh~thé data are examined Bf childhood place -of
resiéeﬁcé, the'inverse rélationship between age at last -
blrth and educatlon for urban women still GXIStS, except'
that women thh primary and those with secondary or hi-
gher education show little d;fference..Educatlon tended
to make the least difference in age at last birth for
women with childhcod residence in rural areas. When ed-
ucation is coﬁtrolled, women with rural childhoodfré;i—
dence tended to end childbearing later then those with
urban resideﬁce, qhd the differences are greater ;han
the current urban/rural figure}.'Obviously, there was

some migration.



PABLE 5
MEAN AGE AT LAST BIRTH BY CURRENT AND CHILDHOOD
RESTDENCE AND WOMEN'S RDUCATTON
© FOR WOMEN:- AGED 45 TO 49

RGYPT, 1380

FEducation Level

Residence ITlliterate- Literate Primary Secondary
Current
Urban 35.26 33.44 31.58 31.25
(5.602) (4.906) (5.087) (5.361)
| N=251 N=82 N=28 N=35
Rural 35.87 33.78 32.49 -
(5.968) (5.058) -+ (7.485)
N=445 N-22 N -7
Childhood
Urban 34.84 33.07 30.89 31.10
(5.956) (4.883) (5.221) (5.389)
N=255 N=81 N=29 N=34
~Rural . 36.12 35.50 35.97 35.50
(5.729) (4.817) (5.436) (-)-
N=441 N=23 N-6 N=1
Total 35.65 033.51 31.76 31.23
(5.842) (4.916) (5.530). (5.361)
N=696 N=104 N=35 N=35

a_. . : ..
“Figures in parentheses are standard deviations.

Source: 1980 Rgyptian Fertility Survey.

These findings
account for current residential differences

birth, it does not account for all the childhoo

suggest that while cducational level can

in age at last

d residential

differences. One might then speculate from these data about

whether attitudes and values acquired during childhood tend

to override the effect of education.



TABLP 6 -

PERCPNT DISTRIBUTION OF REPRODUCTIVE SPAN BY

CURRFNT AGE FOR WOMFN AGED 3) AND OVPR
-EGYPT, - 1980

C_urrenf: )
Age - . ' ~ Reproductive Span
5 '5-9  10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30+ N
A. Urban
35-39 15.3  22.0 . 30.6 27.5 4.2 0.4 - - 323
40-44 8.6 20.9 31.1 26.1 11.9 1.1 0.2 ° 444
-49 © 5.5. 15.8 . 28,2 26.1 .20.6 -3.7 ‘. 0.0 379
Total 10.3  19.9 30.1 26.6 11.4 1.6 0.1 1346
B. Rutral
35-39 6.0 14.5 34.6 38.5 6.5 0.0 - 712
40-44 4.9 13.0 24.3 32.8 23.5 1.5 0.0 = 548"
A5-149 - 4.0 9.8 22.0 2.4 25.1 6.2 0.7 ° 451
Total H.17 12.8 0 28.0° 35.1° 16.8 2.1 0.2 1711
: Co Tohal
35-39 - 10.0 . 17.7 32.9 33.8. 5.5 0.2 - 1235
40-44 6.6 _16.5 - 27.3 29.8 18.3 1.3 0.1 992"
44-49 4.7 .. 12.5 24.8 .29.5 -23.0° 5.1...0.4 830
Total Jelk " 159 28.9 31.4. 14.4 1.9 0.2 3057

Source: 1980 Egyptian Fertility Survey.
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TARLE 7
MEAN REPRODUCTIVE SPAN BY LURRP NT AGE AND
 PARITY FOR-yOMEN AGED 3% AND ner '
RGYDT, 1980 '

Current. T ) . Pacity(No. .Children)

Age 2 " 3-5 6+
35-39  ° 3.598 _ 9.600 15.588
2 (3.077)° (4.087) " (3.342)
N=79 N=410 N=746
" 40-44 '3.646 10.012. . 17.028
' {2.705) - (4.214) (4.320)
N=52 N=260 - N=680.
© 45-49 6.929 10.418 18.091.
SR (5:.989) (4.791) . (4.800)

N=35 L . N=183 C N=612

Flgures in parentheses are standard dev1at10ns.
180urce; 1980 Egypt1an Fertlllty Survey.
span pf'childbearing showed a_positive re;atﬁbnshfp;with
parity: This result is as expected. ' '
Table 8 glves mean reproduct;ve span by current age
and age at marriage. for women aged 35 and over. The ave-
© rage ,span ‘"shows an 1nverse relatxonsh1p w1th age at mar-

riage for the three cohorts of women.

In‘figure 3 mean reproductive span is plotted by age
at first birth for women 45 to 49 indicating also a nega-
tive'relationship. Since length of reproductive span is
positively telated to parity, these iesqlts corrnborate
the contention that early aqe at marriage tends to prod-

1

uce large family sizes.
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TABLF- hif
MEAN REPRODUCTIVF SPAN BY CURRENT AGE' AND
AT MARRIAGE FOR WOMEN AGED 3)AND ‘OVER
| EGYPT, "1980 *

' current - Age at Marriage
age <18 15-19 20-24 25;25'1'3o+'“'
35-39 15.526 _ . 13.059 . 9,459 5. 708 2:861
(4.743) (8.605). . (3.930) (2.6963 - (2.211)
N=348 ‘N=034 N=197 N=50 N=6
40-44 17.264  14.624  .12.023.  7.011 ~ 3.871
W - (5.363) .- (53741 (4.728)  .(3.446)  (2.732)
N=271 N-517 N=147 - N=46 N=11
45-49° 18.541 16.160 . ~11.996 ° 8.552 ° 6.555
' . (5.495) (5.566)  (5.489) - (4.232) : {3.957)
N=257 N:414 - ° N-123 .N227 . - N=9

Figures in parentheses are stapdard'deviationsi_
Sou}ce: 1980 ﬁqiptfao'ertiTityfﬂurvey.

Table 9 g1ves the same data by Curreht marital status
for ‘women aged 35 and’ over. WOmen currently married at the'
t1me of the interv;ew experienced longer reporductlve spans,
on aye;age) than d1d those in the other status groups., those7

widowed‘showed thapnext 1ongest.; ‘spans, while those

who were‘divoroed-tendeq to have the shortest reproductive

spans.
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TABLE - 9
MEAN REPRODUCTIVIES SPAN IN YHARanY CURRENT
-AGE AND CURRENT1MARITAL STATUS FOR WOMEN AGED 35 AND OVER

EGYPT,.1980

‘ ' Current Marital Status
Current

N=663

N=16

Age ‘ "'Marricd Widowed Separated pivorced. -

'35-39 12981 " 10.407 11.129 9.009
(5.038) (5.241) (5.336) “(5.889)
N=1110 - N=96 N=18 N1

40-44 14.943 12.116 9.861 9.775"

, '  (5.706) (5.506) (6.888) © (5.132)
N=850 N=107 . N=20 . N=9

45-49 16.509. i4: 072 - "12.208 10.547
(5.946) (5.599) (9.560) (7.606)

N=141 N=10

a_. ’ . P e e F.
Figures 'in parentheses are standard deviations.

Source: 19804E0yptian Fertility Survey.
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o TABLE 10
'MEAN_ REPRODUCTIVF SPAN BY CURRENT AGE'AND STATUS OF FIRST
MARRIAGE FOR “WOMEN AGED" 35'AND OVER:
nqvpr, 1980

3 “trehg  .H§tayus.qf?ﬁgtqg.qugﬁagg“

Age .Tntmjg .DjuhUIVOd& niﬁﬁblvedJ~N0'
Rematr1ed Marriage
3s-39 130000 13003 ;. 9.90
' (4.9614)° {5.471) (5.493)
N=997. ' N 138"' " N£100 -
40-44"" "15.01 14.00 L 17.48
15.709) (5.767) " {5.523)
N—77o "N-:106: N=116
45-49 -15,41 16.73 13.13
. (6.021) “(5.668) (6.021)
"N=575"

N=133"

;8-122'P

apigu;es:;h.paientheSes-arefstahdard deviations.
Source: 1980 :Egyptian Fertility Survey.

_ Table 10 contains data on mean span of childbear1ng by
the.statug of thg'first mar;iage, for women aged 35 and over.:
-,Fof fhe.ﬁhree gfoups'of-wéﬁéh,-those whose first marﬁiages
were diBsblvéd and who had _ not remarrieﬁ hgd'gpént fé;érn
years in_childbearing,:pn average. than ghe 6ther wcmen. There
apéears fo'be very'litéle difference'betweén womgn_gjth intact
fxrst unions and  those who remarried. fhis result could mean
that women who remarr;cd tended to do so quickly, so that they
lost little time_of exposure to p;egngncy. Or, this fihding
could be typical of.countries such as Egypt which have high
birth rates.



Table 11'gives mean%ceproﬂggtuvg spdn.hy current and
childhood residence, [or{wqmeﬁ'achh35_nndAQIGEr. éurrenp
urban women e*perienced un-avefageeghildbearlng'épaﬁxqf
13w091 years,.compefea to-15.091.years for current rural
women. This difference of two years is statistically sig-
nificant.ithejndthl'vagiate'ilis'appfoximafely 626). -
Childhood residential diffcrences were Slightly smallér,’
13.225.vetsu§_14.977¢ pqe also statistically signifidaqt-

"z -equal. to 8;9).

Moanreproductlve span . is shown in flgure 4 by level
of educatlon for women aged 45 to 49 Advancement to. each
higher educatuonal level tended to. occur w1th shor'ter t1mes

spent in- chlldbcar1ng,'w1th the br1e[est perlod occurrlng

for those with secondary or hlgher educat1on,

TARLE . 11
MEAN REPRODUCTIVE SPAN IN YEARS BY .CURRENT AND
CHILDHOOD 'RE 3SIDENCE, FOR WOMEN ‘AGED 35 AND VOER
.RGYPT, .1980

Residénce N Mean' §TD: DEV.

Current

" Urban 1346 13.091 5.8808"
Rural 1711 . 15.091 - 5.5141

Childhood
‘Urban 1338 13.225 5.9064

Rural 1719 14.977° . ; 5.5316

Source: 1980 Egyptian Fertility .Survey.
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5. Conclusion

¢ The aone statisficé'prévidé some insight into the
variatiohs in age at last birth énd length'of reproduc-
tiveJSpaﬁ across subgrouﬁb ol the qupgiaq pdpuiqéiona
In cases where no statigtical Eesting was,ﬂqﬁgt infékj
deferred until Formal statistical de't-

varlahIOb and. testing

ences should be
erminétion of relationshpis among
of hypotheocs are made. Varloua types of covar;ate mod-
cllng or aqe at 1abt b;rth and roproductive spaw

ava1loble in Horne (1985) and forthuomlng publlcatlons.

'!.'Q
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